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Jenny Gilruth MSP

Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Ivl ‘ Scottish Government

T: 0300 244 4000
E: scottish.ministers@gov.scot

Councillor Jane Meagher

Leader of the City of Edinburgh Council
City Chambers,

High Street,

Edinburgh
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Email: clir.jane.meagher@edinburgh.gov.uk
Copy to: paul.lawrence@edinburgh.gov.uk

31 July 2026
Dear Jane

Thank you for your letter to the First Minister about the fire on Princes Street, he has asked
me to respond and lead engagement with you on behalf of the Scottish Government.

| extend my thanks to you and colleagues for the quick response alongside our emergency
partners to ensure public safety, support the businesses affected by the fire, and your work
with transport operators to keep Edinburgh moving. | also welcome the quick action taken to
support festival organisers given the diversions along George Street.

| understand your officers have been in ongoing contact with Scottish Government officials
as this matter has progressed. There is clearly ongoing disruption to the city which the
council is working hard to minimise. | am of course, happy to meet and my office will be in
touch to make arrangements to do so in the next week.

Yours sincerely
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JENNY GILRUTH

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are
covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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